CLASSIC CRIMES
aquiline, untwisted* But the most obvious thing about him,
which would strike even a casual observer, was that he was
patently and unmistakably a foreigner. Yet neither Adams,
Lambie, nor Barrowman noticed this. We shall find that
on the night of the murder Lambie was alleged to have told
Miss Birrell that she knew the man, and actually named him!
Further, it was believed and averred that Barrowman was
not there at all! Certainly Adams did not see her when he
followed the man immediately to the street. These matters
were the subject of future inquiry,
III
The description of the missing brooch issued by the police
met with more success.   On Friday, the 25th, Allan M'Lean,
a cycle dealer, called at the Central Police Station, and stated
that a German Jew, whom he knew only as " Oscar,'* had
been trying to dispose of a pawnticket for a diamond brooch
resembling  that said  to  have been appropriated  by  the
murderer.   He accompanied a detective to St. George's Road
and pointed out No. 69, a common stair, as the place of
"Oscar's" abode.   Inquiries made in the stair shewed that
Slater, under the name of "Anderson," occupied a house on
the third flat.   Accordingly, at midnight steps were taken to
arrest him on suspicion; but the bird had flown; "Anderson,*'
accompanied by a lady friend and attended by no less than
seven trunks and several packages, had left that very night
for Liverpool.   Here was a priceless clue; so, abandoning the
view hitherto held officially: that the murderer was personalty
known to his victim, they decided that Slater was the wanted
man.  But a great disappointment awaited them.   The brooch
was readily traced to a pawnshop in Sauchiehall Street; but,
alas, it appeared that the brooch had been in continuous
pledge since i8th November, ovfcr a month before the murder!
Nay, more; when it was shewn to Lambie she rejected it at
once: the missing brooch was set with a single row of stones;
the pawned one, with three rows.     '
It is to be borne in mind that apart from the brooch clue,
which thus completely failed them, the police had nothing
whatever to connect Slater with the crime, and that but for
374